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in light of Augustine’s criteria

HE ALARMING rhetoric :
of the president and his .

Cubire regarding the immi-
nence, almost assurance, of war in
the Persian Guif, topether with the
moraily guestionabie buildup of
vast numbers of American troops ;
i Szudi Arabia, require some seris
ous reflection during the Christ-
mas season. These events clearly
copflict with the songs we savor at.
this time of the year and neither
resonate with the sentiments of
mast of the people I meet these
days nor do they find support in
the ethical traditions that shaped
Christian thought in the West since
St. Avgustine of Hippo in the early
Sthicentury.

- The siuation in the Persian
Ciuif s serious and recent reporis
from Amnesty Eniernational
eonfirm the brutatity and violation
of basi: human vights by Iraqgi’
roaps in Kuwait. This compounds
their invasion and their Hlegaf vio
lation of diplomiatic embassies in :
Kuwait. Thus the response of the !
world i1 the form of United Na-
tions suactions and peace-keeping
forces is a needixd action to pro-
mote stabilify in & troubled part
¥ of the globe. Whother any further
" action is neegssary. or morally justi-

fied, however, is & more complex
qQuest 8. }

The disputed borders themselves
were imperiaily imposed upoa the
Arab nations by the British in
1922, The government of Kuwait
has been notoriously corrupt. The
morahty enshrined in the Koran
has been given litte respect by the
West because its inner logic is

1 virtually unknown,

© Injudging the conditions ofa

given situation in an effort 1o deter-

-ming whether the resort 10 mititary

intervention is justified, the five
prigeiples of Augustine’s “just war”
theory have often proved most
heipful over the years. For a war to

‘be morally appropriaie, the follow
{ing criteris must be present: a just
% Cause; undertaken by legitimate
% authority; only as a last resort after

exhaysting all diplomatic means:
 with the good achieved dearly
outweighing any negative conse-

T quences; and finatly, the protection
of innocent civilians in any mihi-
tary-atlack, Augustine’s presump-
tion is against war unless afl these.
values are clearly present and pro-
tected: ’ :

In reviewing these criteria with
an eye {o the current orisis, | note
that unfortunately the cause itseif
is compromised in this case, Al
though serious violations of inter-
national faw and human rights
have been documented, far too
many abservers also see a conver—
gence of interests from tha petro-
lzum and defense industries. So
many analysis guestioning whether

; the US is on the verge of an‘eco-
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nemic recession makes the entire
military buildup most suspicious,

Moreaver, the cost is prohibitive
a1 4 time when growing numbers
of urban and rurat poor can no
tonger find public assistance from
the same federal government that .
suddenly can provide gstronomical
sums of money 1o support this new
sililary presence.

In terms of Augustine’s second
criterion, the legitimacy of our
president’s election and aathority
is obvious. Unfortunately, however,
without the approval of Congress

“As citizens of the
__US we too quickly
forget that we also
have moved against
sovereign nations in

the past.”

and support from the American

people, one can guestion whether
an attack against Irag would be a
legitimate use of that aythority in

this case,

Precisely because o many in-
formed people have pleaded for
additional time for the economic
sanctions, | conclude my assess
ment of Augusting’s third criterion
with the conviction that we have
not arrived 41 & moment when
military action is morally accept-
able on the score of the criterion of
“last resort,” certainly not by the

; imposed deadline of Jan, 15,

The proportionality of good vs,
evil is very diffieult to judge.
Certainly any use of nuclear or
chemical weapons by elther party
would resuit in harm to innocent
non-combatants, not 1o mention
the entire natural enviroament, A
further future barm may stem
from the fact that fraq, which uses
the very young in military action,
thus jeopardizes an entire genera-
tion of future kaders,

Other issues remain troubling,
The fact that the UJS takes much
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its military force from socioeco-
nomic groups often desperate for
employment or financial access to
higher education makes these issues
very complex and questionable
from a moral standpoint,

. As citizens of the US we too

quickly forget that we also have
moved against sovereign nations

in the past, with Panama being the;

most recent example. Not only did |
our forces viplate diplomatic em-
bassies at this time Iast year, we al- |
s0 engaged in actions that brought :
the negative judgment of many
moral ieaders in that nation. On
Dec, 3, 1989, for example, the nine
Romayr Catholic bishops of Pana- |
ma concluded a pre-invasion ex-
pression of concern by stating:
“Once more and with increased
emphasis; we condemn as unjust -,
and immoral the enforced economa
ic measures taken against Panama,
principally on the part of the Uﬂiii
ed States of America, Whike they
pretend 1o propitiate the return of
democracy, they are stifling the
bases of the Panamanian economy
for years to come and they are pro<;
gressively asphyxiating the Pana- *
manian people, who languish mare,
each day under the double aggres- |
ston they are suffering.” :

W acknowledge that much of |

that action was taken to stem the o
tide of drugs into our country, yet

seldom affirm that our nation had’
created the “market” and thus
bears much of the responsibility,

We have learned much from ihe}
tragedy of Vietnam, which so di-
vided our nation. Thus we pray for
all those who have responded to ahs
effort to provide a "Desert Shield™
and we have sent chaplains from
this archdiocess to serve the pastol?
ral needs of eur troops. Our prob- 4
ing questions, therefore, are directd
ed not to the troops but 1o their
leaders in Washington.

E ALSO uphold the rigt%i
of any soldier to exercise
his or her aption 1o make

a consciertious ohjection to this
questionable effort if war is de-
clared. e

The peace we celebrate as Chris
tians ai Christrnastime isboth |
God's gift 1o men and women wheg
are the beneficiaries of divine
graciousness and God’s challenge
as well, [ write these reflections on!
the current political situation as -
ane of the moral teachers of our |
community and a feliow citizen, |
not possessing the last word but 1,
compelied 1o raise these issues as
part of the Christmas season we
celebrate. May true peace reign ev-
erywhere, !




